
Texas Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Susan Johnston — State Regent 

STATE REGENT — Susan Johnston 
636 Royal Minister Boulevard, Lewisville, Texas 75056-6397 281.923.1201 

susanjohnston.txdar@gmail.com 

 
TEXAS Before the Lone Star – A Book About Colonial Texas History 

 
TEXAS Before the Lone Star is a publication by the Texas Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
(TXDAR), a women’s service organization dedicated to promoting historic preservation, education, and 
patriotism. The Daughters of the American Revolution is a 501(c)3 nonpolitical society of women who 
can prove ancestry to a man or woman who assisted in the cause of freedom during the Revolutionary War. 
Although many of our members are religious, we are not a religious organization; we welcome women of 
all races, religions, faiths, and those of no faith. 

 
The book, written and illustrated by members of TXDAR, seeks to provide historically accurate 
information about Texas's history before statehood, a period often overlooked in standard Texas history 
books. Geared toward 4th graders, but appropriate for other ages, the stories are told through the eyes of 
children, and many relate the author’s actual family history in what was then New Spain. 

 
The genesis of the book stemmed from a conversation with a member, who shared how her chapter dressed in 
colonial costumes and presented programs about the American Revolution in Texas school classrooms. She 
related that often children of Hispanic descent appeared disinterested and claimed that the American 
Revolution had nothing to do with them. She was able to teach them about the contributions of the 
residents of ‘Texas’ in New Spain in the form of “Donativos.” These were funds raised by a royal decree 
issued by Spain’s King Carlos III to support the war effort against England. She was also able to tell them 
about longhorn cattle from local ranches, driven along the El Camino Real to Louisiana to support the war 
effort. Mounting his campaign against the British into West Florida, the Governor of Louisiana, General 
Bernardo de Gálvez, knew that the ranchers of Texas could supply additional cattle. Gálvez’s army 
comprised of Spanish regulars and militia of many backgrounds, including Spanish, French, Acadians, 
Native American, Black, and mixed-race soldiers. They defeated the British in a series of battles from 
Baton Rouge to Pensacola. Upon learning that “people like me” and possibly their own ancestors 
contributed to the founding of the United States, their entire demeanor changed. The book also highlights 
the numerous cultural and linguistic contributions of these often overlooked residents of Colonial Texas. 
Curriculum aligned with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) is available for each story and 
may be downloaded for free. 

 
The book is a project of State Regent Susan Johnston, who aims to place a hard copy of the book, free of 
charge, in every public elementary school library in the State of Texas. The book is available through 
Texas chapters for educational purposes. It can also be purchased on Amazon, where it is offered in both 
hard and soft copy formats, in English and Spanish under the title Texas Antes de la Estrella Solitaria. 

 
For more information about TEXAS Before the Lone Star, edited by GeorgiAnne Brochstein and Mary 
Anthony Startz, or to obtain a free copy of the book for an elementary school public library, please submit an 
inquiry through the Texas Society’s website, txdar.org, or contact a representative of your local Texas DAR 
chapter. 
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Reviews from the Texas State Historian, the Spanish Embassy, and Educators: 
 

“Texas Before the Lone Star is a superb TEKS-compliant reader for fourth grade students relating to Spanish 
colonial Texas. Twenty-five short stories, based on factual history, introduce students to the important and diverse 
period. Themes include indigenous peoples, settlement, culture, ranching, the American and Texas Revolutions, and 
other topics. Rich stories, like a granddaughter and grandmother bonding over their heritage from the Angel of 
Goliad, simultaneously engage and educate. The book is a must for every Texas classroom and library.” 

 
Monte L. Monroe, Ph.D. 
Texas State Historian 
 
“Texas Before the Lone Star offers a unique examination of life during the Spanish Colonial Era in Texas. Based on 
historical facts, the informative narratives provide TEKS-compliant content about the many and varied contributions of 
early settlers. These vignettes compellingly deliver content to young readers, connecting them to valuable, forgotten, 
and necessary history.  This engaging and relatable book should be readily available to all young students of Texas 
history.” 
 
Dr. Deborah Liles 
Associate Professor and W. K. Gordon Endowed Chair of Texas History 
Department of History, Geography and GIS 
Tarleton State University 
 
“On behalf of the Embassy of Spain, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude for your kind gift of Texas: Before 
the Lone Star and its Spanish edition Texas: Antes de la Estrella Solitaria. We greatly appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in sharing these books, which offer such a compelling account of Texas’s early history and the 
cultural influences that shaped its identity. The stories you have so carefully compiled beautifully highlight the deep 
historical connections between Spain and the United States. 
 
We were also delighted to learn about the accompanying school curriculum you have designed to bring these stories 
into Texas classrooms. This educational component adds even greater value to the project, ensuring that future 
generations learn about the state’s Hispanic roots in an engaging and meaningful way.” 
 
Antonio García Roger 
Political Counselor 
Embassy of Spain, 2375 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C.  
 
“TEXAS Before the Lone Star, published and masterfully edited by various members of the Texas Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution is not only a “must-have” for every 4th and 7th grade classroom and 
elementary and middle school library, but certainly a “must-read” for every student of Texas History. The 
importance of knowing about pre-1836 Texas History cannot be overemphasized. To believe that Texas History 
began with the “come and take it” Battle of Gonzáles (October 1835) is equivalent to reading only the last half of any 
book...the basic premise of the story is completely missing. The stories in TEXAS Before the Lone Star, are 
ancestral-based, brought to life by direct descendants of Spanish colonists using fictionalized dialogue to explain and 
enhance the intent of the message. In addition to this book’s use for the study of Texas History, I strongly recommend 
it as well to Spanish language teachers as a supplement for the “cultural” aspect of their subject matter. I cannot 
recommend this work highly enough. Kudos to all who had a hand in this publication!” 

 
José L. González, AFSC, M.Ed. Asst. Principal (retired) 
Providence Catholic School (Grades 6-12) 
San Antonio, Texas 

 



“The book fills an important gap, covering a period in Texas history that isn’t often found in children’s literature. 
There just isn’t much out there! Which makes it particularly valuable, especially for 4th graders learning about this 
topic in school. It would pair wonderfully with a school’s trips to the Alamo and San Fernando Cathedral, better 
preparing them for that experience. I know that many other San Antonio schools also offer the same field trip. I could 
also absolutely see teachers using it for short story time or as a meaningful supplement between units. It has great 
potential with teacher support and would make a thoughtful addition to a collection. I would like to add a hard copy 
to our library.” 

 
Lisa Barnes, Elementary School Librarian 
 North East Independent School District  
San Antonio, Texas 
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